attectecl. Tney were not so ample as to lorce nun into quick and active observation. His poor father had left untouched the little patrimony at Arras; the youth that lay before him would necessarily be one of some humiliation and of continued labour, but of an assured if moderate success. To many the effect of such an introduction to life would be to breed a determination for material advancement, and a mere end in the recovery of wealth; but there ran round Robespierre's mind a covering of idealism which, if thin, was crystalline. It constrained his energies to particular channels, and gave misfortune the power not only to spur^but also and chiefly to mould and bend the mrnd.^Thus early he began to consider his own self and his rights, and his
isolation.__He bropded andjost his boyhood.   The eldest
of that little family of orphans, perceiving already that the protection of his mother's people, for all their dignity and kindness, was something a little lowering to the name he had inherited from his grandfather, he took on ^responsibility and a habit of disappointed but persistent thought. It made him at last a scholar, then a lawyer, but it forbade hinT to forget or take life well. J
There was at that time in Arras a bisKop of the name of De Conzie", a great noble of course, as every bishop was before the Revolution,1 but full of judgment and of heart, wise and willing to examine. An application was made to him to use his influence for the boy, and he very readily assented. Two generations of intimacy and good relations between the Robespierres and
1 Of the 154 bishops that France enjoyed before the Eevolution, but three were of the rank of the apostles; all the rest were territorials.
